
St. Cecilia Parish Pastoral Council (PPC) Meeting – March 31, 2016 

In Attendance: Fr. Cary, Michelle, Kevin, Jack, Bill, Eileen, Shirley, Cherie, Judy 

Absent:  Seona 

Meeting minutes from the February 25th meeting were approved with some slight corrections.  

 

St. Cecilia Parish employees Mary Kiefer and Amy Maris-Volf were guest presenters at the meeting to educate us about 

their respective programs so that we (as the Pastoral Council) can discuss and develop some strategic plan goals for our 

elementary, middle school and high school faith formation, sacraments and youth ministry programs. 

 

Mary Kiefer ~ Middle & High School Youth Ministry; Confirmation 

Highlights of Mary’s PowerPoint presentation included the following: 

 The demographics, staffing, timing, and content of the Youth Ministry and Confirmation programs have changed 
over the last several years. 

 Jessica Rios has been added to staff part-time as an assistant to Mary for translating written materials into 
Spanish for and/or conversing in Spanish over the phone to Hispanic parents. 

 2015-2016 Life Teen “Leading Teens Closer to Christ”, which originated 30 years ago, was implemented utilizing 
their online training, curriculum materials, videos, etc. for high school teens. 

 The middle school teen program, EDGE, is in a state of transformation. 

 The Chosen program is being used for Confirmation preparation/catechesis. 

 Although our parish Confirmation program requirements have been lessened as compared to prior years’, youth 
are shopping other parishes for even lesser commitments (Holy Trinity offers the easiest program in the 
Archdiocese).  Fr. Cary has a moral responsibility to ensure that our youth are prepared for confirmation; he has 
granted permission for some youth to prepare for Confirmation elsewhere with the caveat to the parents that 
“they are the primary catechists for their teen and are, therefore, responsible for knowing where their teen is in 
their faith journey.” 

 Fr. Cary is considering having Confirmation preparation as part of the Religion curriculum for St. Cecilia School 
8th grade students with the understanding that they will not be confirmed until the following year after they 
have fulfilled required Youth Ministry activities, retreats, and service components to integrate (with public- 
schooled teens being catechized for Confirmation) into the parish community at large.  

 Mary is considering utilizing the Alpha USA “Who is Jesus?” video series for teens and parents as a pre-requisite 
for Confirmation preparation.  

 For both the EDGE and Life Teen programs, volunteers are needed! 

 
Amy Maris-Volf ~ Elementary Religious Education (Grades 1-5); First Reconciliation & First Communion 

Highlights of Amy’s presentation (see attached for more details) included the following: 

 English-speaking candidates seeking the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Communion attend Sunday 
faith formation classes for two years (generally 1st and 2nd graders); during the second year, the candidates and 
their parents together attend a monthly class specific to Sacraments preparation.   

 Religious education available to our Spanish-speaking youth is a two-year program for Sacramental preparation 
only.  There are no Spanish-speaking religious education offerings for continued catechesis and faith 
development/formation after the Sacraments of First Reconciliation and First Communion are received. 

 Following are some examples of Amy’s style and techniques utilized within her program: 
o Preparation needs to be meaningful and memorable 
o We are reaching the hearts of the parents thru their children 



o We express our joy for the Lord:  rocks in the backpack are heavy, but the Lord can lighten our load; 
reconciliation rocks; keep your light lit for the Lord 

o Some examples of the tangible ways Amy uses to reinforce faith:  trust walk; trust fall; resurrection eggs; 
church scavenger hunt; bread baking; use of a disposable camera to record/capture being a disciple 

o Amy’s motto is “allow the Holy Spirit to work!” 

 Some examples of “service” projects include: 
o Rice Bowls (3rd grade) 
o Prayer scarves made and distributed to those in need (4th grade) 
o Clothing drive and May Crowning (5th grade) 

 St. Cecilia Parish will be collaborating and partnering with other parishes in our Vicariate for “Vacation Bible 
School) being held at St. Pius for approximately 500 youth. 

 Facility space constraints and lack of connectivity to Wi Fi and use of the Smart Boards in the school present 
challenges.   

 

Meeting was adjourned at approximately 8:30pm. 


